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Call to Order: 3:05 pm 
 
Roll Call  
 
Members Present:      Staff Present: 
Katelyn Durfee      Carly Ruacho 
Matt Withers (online)      Audrey Rotrock 
Gordy Holmes (online)     Shawn Smith 
Lisa Bruce (online)      Kevin Pellham 
Rick Hawkins      
Dave Hall 
 
Absent: Cathy Wooten 
 
Also known to be present: Judy Williams, Peter Kamb 
 
Citizen Comments: None 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
The Minutes of March 2022 meeting were voted on and approved unanimously as presented. 
 
Heritage Park Planting Plan 
Eighty-eight (88) new trees will be planted at Heritage Park to replace trees removed for a new  
power transmission line. The planting areas include frontage along 276th Street NW, the  
parking area, a connecting walkway through the center of the park, and an open area at the  
south end of the park. The 10 species of trees are a range of sizes and forms that will provide  
shade, visual screening, bird and pollinator habitat, and a wind break. The trees are expected  
to increase the appeal of the park and its enjoyment by visitors. 
 
A row of Lombardy poplars (Populus nigra) on the northern edge of Heritage Park in Stanwood,  
Washington is planned for removal by Snohomish PUD for clearance of a new power  
transmission line. The poplar trees bring aesthetic appeal to the park and also provide some  
benefits, such as shade and wildlife habitat. Snohomish PUD offered to replace the trees with  
88 new trees for the park. Dedicated areas for new planting are: 

• 44 trees on the 276th Street NW frontage, 
• 28 trees in the parking area swales, and 
• 16 trees in other areas of the park identified by the City. 

 
Each of these areas has specific goals for what the trees will achieve. The areas also have  
physical limitations to successful tree establishment and growth, such as soil condition. Trees  
selected for this project will need to meet the goals and environmental conditions of each target  
area. 
 
Goals and Limitations: 
The five target areas are grouped into zones shown on the attached Tree Planting Site Plan.  
They match the areas Snohomish PUD offered to plant new trees. The number of trees  
proposed for planting in each area may differ slightly due to spatial constraints for the  
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anticipated size of the trees when they reach maturity.  
 

 
 
The following are comments and concerns from the Committee on the planting plan: 

• The Swamp White Oak has a height and spread of 60 feet. This will be too large to be 
planted in the parking lot swales (Zone 3). Carly is going to verify that these trees will be 
planted on the edge of the parking lot instead of the swales. 

• Since the new trees will take some years to grow large enough to provide a wind break, 
the Committee has suggested adding screens, or banners from sponsors, to the fencing 
around the baseball fields to provide a shield from the wind. 

• The Committee supports the planting plan and feels it is important to have a variety of 
trees. 

 
Ovenell Park – Critical Areas Review Findings 
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The Ovenell Park Site Critical Areas Study 2022 Update shows there are more wetlands and 
wetland buffers on the site than previously thought. City Council has requested a more detailed 
report from Confluence Environmental Company. Council will let the Committee know if the 
project will be put on an indefinite hold. 
 
The Committee committed to work on a “Plan B” / smaller version of the park to present to Council 
in order to keep the project going as they do not support an indefinite hold. 
 
Parks and Recreation Feasibility Study Implementation Update 
Service Level 1:  Parks Team 

The Current half time Senior Planner will move to Public Works for better communication with the 

Parks Team.  A Parks email and phone number will be set up creating a direct link between the 

public and parks.  This is the first step in creating a parks division within Public Works.  

The Committee supports the implementation of Service Level 1. 

Park/Trail Updates 

• Heritage – Tree removal by PUD will take place in the next few weeks. Replacement trees 
will be planted this Fall. 

• Hamilton – The City has combined the boat launch permitting and the park permitting 
processes into one per an earlier appeal. The SEPA MDNS will be noticed next week, with 
a 30 day comment/appeal period.  The goal is to finish permitting this year with 
construction starting next year. 

• Church Creek Park – The sewer installation project will begin around Memorial Day 
weekend and will likely go through the summer.  The Park will be closed during 
construction. 

• Port Susan Trail – The contract has been approved for getting the park to 100% design. 
Plans are due to the City by November 1 with bidding expected before the end of the year.   

 
Other Business 

• Rick Hawkins resigned from PTAC to enjoy his new retired life. The Committee thanked 
him for his service and wished him well. 

• Judy Williams has submitted her application to become a member of PTAC. Her 
application will go to City Council soon for review. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:41 pm 


