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Stanwood
)Public Safety Committee
Meeting Minutes
Month, Day, 2023

LOCATION: School Admin Bldg., 26920 Pioneer Hwy Stanwood WA

ATTENDANCE:
· City Council Members – Tim Schmitt, Andreena Bergman, and Dani Gaumond
· Stanwood Police – Chief Jason Toner
· North County Regional Fire- Chief Jon Cermak

CALLED TO ORDER:  Meeting Called to Order at 6:00 pm

DISCUSSION:
Chief Toner spoke about the traffic enforcement emphasis on 80th Ave during the month of October. There were just over 200 traffic stops and 46 citations issued for speeding. Chief Toner stated the vast majority of people stopped were pulled for driving more than 10mphs over the speed limit. Statistics pulled from the stationary radar showed, prior to the emphasis 24% of drivers were 10 mph over the speed limit, approximately 4,000 drivers a week were speeding on 80th. After the emphasis that was reduced to 7%.
Additionally, Chief Toner explained that his desire was not to see Stanwood, become a “Speed Trap” type city, but continue to have safe roads for vehicle and pedestrians. Chief Toner added there will be several traffic emphases throughout the year.

Chief Cermak spoke on wait times at Providence Medical Center. Since Covid medic units could potentially spend hours waiting at the hospital to off load their patients. Wait times have improved significantly over the last few months, but there is a concern with the nurse’s strike that wait times will increase.
Chief Cermak explained the Nurse Navigation System, which uses Lyft to transport non-medical patients to the walk-in clinics, in lieu of using a medic unit. This service will save a significant amount of taxpayer dollars as well as keeping medic units in service for priority medical calls.
Councilmen Schmitt asked if firefighters were still required to get the covid booster. Chief Cermak stated it was not mandatory but 90% of the firefights have received the booster. Councilmen Schmitt also asked about NCRFS losing firefighter to other departments. Chief Cermak explained that was not the case, they are hiring lateral fire fighters away from other departments and are currently overstaffed in anticipation of opening a new station. 

Chief Cermak spoke about the training center and the benefit it is to the community and how it has become a great recruiting tool in bring quality firefighters.

Adjourn:  Meeting Adjourned at 6:38
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